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The AGM of the Scandinavian Cultural Society 

was held on Monday 24 February 2025, 7:00 pm at 6010 Kincaid Street Burnaby, B.C. V5G 4N3, to: 

1. Consider the directors’ reports. 

2. Consider Financial Statements for the year ending 31 December 2024. 

3. Elect directors, Group “A”. 

4. Transact such other business as may properly come before the Meeting. 

Attendance at this Annual General Meeting was open to all group and individual members. 

Notice was given 27th January 2025, by order of the Board of the Scandinavian Cultural Society. 

Winter Spring 2025 

A message from our President—  

Scandinavian Midsummer Festival 2024 was, as always, a cheerful event for us. Our genealogy 

group assisted the public searching for their roots. This year, the Midsummer genealogy program 

was located in the upstairs library, which turned out very well. In addition, we managed the Troll  

Garden, to the delight of the youngest festival visitors. Prior to the event, the Troll Garden – a 

charming forest path – received a thorough cleanup and a fresh layer of bark mulch.  

In July, we arranged information tables at Eurofest, in Maple Ridge.  

You can read more about Eurofest on page 7. 

The highlight of our season was the Leif Erikson Day festival, co-hosted by the Icelandic Canadian Club of BC and ably 

coordinated by Linda Asgeirsson. This year’s theme was “Vikings and Volcanoes”. Displays and presentations taught us 

about volcanoes and their impacts. The Viking Ship Munin added colour to the 

day. It was a fine chance to help raise funds for the Munin, now a living history 

project on its permanent berth on the Scandinavian Centre grounds. Thank you 

to all the volunteers who made this event possible.  

You can read more about Leif Erikson Day on page 2. 

Our present focus is the 2025 Art and Photography Show and Sale, coming up 

on April 26-27. We thank Sussanne Hoiberg for coordination, with her beautiful 

artwork inspiring  the theme of “Past, Present, and Future”.  

See page 3 for more on the show.  

SCS representatives also attended the annual Pacific Region meeting of the  

Federation of Danish Associations in Canada, along with 7 other member  

groups from British Columbia.  

Steen Larsen 

President, Scandinavian Cultural Society  
“A Journey through the Past, Present,  

and into the Future” 

by Sussanne Hoiberg 
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Leif Erikson Day 2024 —”Vikings and Volcanoes” 

                                                                                                Leif Erikson Day, 26 October 2024 — “Vikings and Volcanoes” — 

proved very successful, skilfully coordinated by Linda Asgeirsson. Lin-

da brought together a rich program including the replica Viking ship 

Munin and a deep dive into Iceland’s volcanic geology, all brought 

to life by volunteers from the Munin living history project and the 

Icelandic-Canadian Club of BC.  

The Munin group brought energy, displays, talks and video, with fun 

activities for kids of all ages. Costumed photo ops in the viking 

throne were a particular success. And the sunny day encouraged 

people to get up close and personal with the Munin, which was in full sail out on the field. 

The afternoon featured displays of photos and artifacts and presentations by expert speakers.  

Alexandra Moulton and Bill Emerslund told us of  the Munin’s past as a working replica Viking ship 

and its new life as a living history experience at the Scandinavian 

Centre. Tammy Evans described her involvement with Orkney Is-

land archaeology.  Dr. Melanie Kelman provided an informative 

overview of volcanoes in Iceland and Canada. Gillian Coates pre-

sented a vivid account of B.C.’s own active volcanic geology in the 

Nass Valley. Thanks to Randall Peterman for technical support. 

Food and coffee are always welcome at the festival, and Icelandic 

baking was especially popular, including delicious vinarterta and 

“lava bread” from the ICCBC bakers and Laila Axen.  

Leif Erikson Day 2025 — “Crossings” 

The year 2025 will mark two important anniversaries in the  

history of Nordic immigration to North America. 200 years ago, in 

October 1825, the sloop Restaurasjonen brought the first Norwegian 

immigrants to this continent. After a difficult crossing of 14 weeks, the 

52 Norwegian Quakers landed in New York, settling west of  

Rochester. Though this first colony did not prosper, it started a flood 

of Norwegian immigration that continued for 100 years.  

50 years later, in October 1875, Canada’s first Icelandic settlers 

arrived on the shores of Lake 

Winnipeg. Unaccustomed to forests, freshwater fishing, and 

Canadian weather, and decimated by a smallpox  

epidemic, they struggled to establish New Iceland (Nýja 

Ísland ). The colony grew slowly as more people arrived, but 

until 1897, only Icelanders were allowed to settle in New 

Iceland and the language spoken was Icelandic. 

We will honour both these anniversaries during Leif Erikson 

Day Festival, Sunday, 26 October 2025. 



 Nordic Art and Photography Show 2025 
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Our exhibitors share their own past, present, and future – stories of inspiration by family, travel, 

cultural experiences, or the twists and turns of a dream or saga. 

A book exhibit will feature favourite art books from the Centre’s English-language Library. 

Thanks for supporting our Nordic Art community by enjoying the show and perhaps buying 

something special for your home or workplace. 

Come and enjoy 

Visual Art 

Photography 

Sculpture 

with  

Nordic flavour 

Reminders 

of the Past 

Treasures  

of the Present 

Visions  

of the Future 
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Report from the SCS Saskatchewan division 

Carolyn Thauberger is our Saskatchewan correspondent and long-distance volunteer. 

Here on Canada’s west coast, we picture Nordic settlers as fishermen and forestry workers, 

culturally well-suited to our fjordlands and mountain terrain. 

East of the Rockies, however, Nordic immigrants faced other 

challenges. Their farming practices needed major adjustment to 

Canada’s harsh prairies, with their deep soils, frigid winters and 

hot, dry summers. Nonetheless, many stayed on the prairies.  

In the 2001 census, 109,560 Saskatchewan residents claimed 

Scandinavian (including Finnish) ethnic origins – about 11% 

of the total population.  

And, unlike Scandinavia, where thousands of years of dense 

human populations have driven out many wild species,  

immigrants to Canada had to get used to abundant new wildlife. Carolyn writes,  

“Forty-one below last night and the little chickadees are tiny balls of puff... My huge 

back yard, three to four feet deep in drifts, is crossed with various little paw paths lead-

ing to unknown but important locations behind buildings and under bushes. Cats? Foxes? 

Elsewhere trails by some creature with a seven foot stride crisscross the whole. Deer I ex-

pect. They come right past my back door. The bears are still asleep for another two 

months. Last spring one just awake garbaged its way in a straight 

line through town leaving tracks and mess and its picture on our 

fancy night vision cameras.” 

One custom  that Nordic prairie settlers didn’t have to learn anew was the value of neigh-

bourly sharing – that’s a necessity of rural life everywhere.  But on Canada’s melting-pot 

prairies, neighbours and spouses came from all over the world, happily exposing Nordic 

folks to novel cultural practices.  With her Ukrainian/Norwegian background, Carolyn treated 

15 neighbours to a Ukrainian Christmas dinner in her 120-year-old Dubuc house, a tradition 

she follows every year in January. We’re sorry we had to miss the pyrogies! 

The Scandinavian Centre’s English-language Library has translations of Scandinavian  

literature as well as books on many subjects including arts and crafts, folk culture, music, 

cookery, biography, history, Scandinavian social life, and of course, the Vikings. Another 

focus is Scandinavians in Canada. The library also has material for children and young 

adults, and some feature films and documentaries on DVD.  

The library catalogue is available on the computer in the library, and online via 

the link at scancentre.org/about/library/. 

The library is on the second floor, off the mezzanine, accessible during the 

Scandinavian Centre’s office hours.  

Please contact Pia Christensen at library@scancentre.org for more  

information. She is in the library most Tuesdays.  

In addition to the English-language Library, each country’s meeting room 

at the Scandinavian Centre houses a collection in that language.  

Scandinavian Centre’s English-language Library 

Nordic settlers brought their 

customs with them. Carolyn’s 

daughter enjoys a bracing 

winter dip in a Saskatchewan 

lake. She’ll warm up in the 

family’s beachside sauna,  

inspired by her husband’s 

Finnish heritage.
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Reviving Canadian Civic Culture 

When we talk of “culture”, we usually mean something related to traditional 

lifeways, literature, or the arts. However, “culture” also includes all the ways 

we manage our affairs as a community or nation — this is “civic culture”. In 

these early months of 2025, Canada faces an unstable world, with established 

democracies more vulnerable than any time since WWII. In response, we  

Canadians need to revitalize our civic culture. Nordic societies are great role 

models for that re-education!  Our northern neighbours provide inspiring examples to follow — 

In September 1905, Sweden and Norway were on the 

brink of war. However, without a shot being fired, they 

completed the Karlstad Treaty, which guaranteed their sep-

arate independence as constitutional monarchies.  

In October 1943, citizens of Nazi-occupied Denmark rescued nearly all their 

Jewish countrymen from deportation to Nazi concentration camps. At great 

risk to themselves, Danes skippered their small boats through the dark night, 

carrying more than 7,000 desperate Jewish citizens to safety in Sweden.  

Finnish sisu – gutsy, intelligent courage – has often grabbed the world’s  

attention. Examples of sisu include fending off Russian attacks in the 1939-40 

Winter War, firmly maintaining neutrality during the Cold War, and most 

recently, swift intervention by Finnish naval forces against Russian sabotage 

ships in the Baltic.  

Iceland’s Althing is the oldest surviving parliament in the world, established in 

930 in the great cleft valley of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. The Althing has remained 

a mainstay of Iceland’s civic culture over the centuries, despite periods of  

colonization and occupation by larger nations.  

Strategically important Greenland was a Danish colony when the Nazis occu-

pied Denmark in April 1940. Under the leadership of governors Eske Brun 

and Aksel Svane, Greenland refused to submit to orders from the Nazis.  

Instead, Brun and Svane organized resistance, including a dog-sled patrol that 

defended against Nazi incursions on the east coast. And today, though its  

human population is small, Greenland is emphatically “not for sale”! 

History shows that Nordic communities have acted decisively when faced with threats, because 

civic awareness has always been central to Nordic culture — Let’s learn from these examples! 



Every year, in February, Finns celebrate the birthday of Johan Ludvig Runeberg, 

who is revered as a national poet of Finland.  Runeberg was born on February 5, 

1804. In addition to his job as a Finnish pastor, he wrote poetry, including the 

lyrics to Vårt land (Our Land, Maame in Finnish), which became the Finnish  

national anthem. Runeberg was also involved in the modernization of 

the Finnish national hymnal and produced many texts for the 1857 edition.  

Canadian Friends of Finland hosted a celebration on  

February 9th to mark his birthday.  The Runeberg Chorus 

sang songs with lyrics by Runeberg, finishing with 

“Tula tullalla,” a flirtatious folksong about the scenes 

that ladies dream up while baking pulla.  

Janet Mowatt, our choir conductor, performed Finlandia, a brilliant 

piano solo accompanied by beautiful overhead images of Finnish  

landscapes and forests, wildlife, and skies brilliant with stars and 

aurora. The music and images complemented each other, a truly 

memorable tribute to Finland.

The traditional Runeberg torttu were on the table 

for coffee break.  

Afterwards, we enjoyed a film on the life of 

Tove Jansson (1914-2001). She was a Finnish-

Swedish novelist, cartoonist and illustrator, best 

known as the creator of the popular cartoon 

series “The Moomins.” Her writing and art — 

inclusive, environmentally conscious, and  

empathetic — continue to resonate with audiences today. 

All in all, it was an enjoyable Sunday afternoon. 

—Dianne Kilback 
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Runeberg Day 2025 
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Displays & Genealogy at Eurofest   

 

The Swedish Heritage Museum, 1812 Duthie Avenue,  

Burnaby, is open first and third Sundays, 1:00 - 3:00 pm. 

Museum website: http://swedishheritage.org/ 

 

Our genealogy expert, Michelle, has been busy helping some of our members searching for lost relatives. The  

service is free for museum members.   

If you would like to avail yourself of Michelle's help please email her at — 

appointmentsswedishheritagebc@gmail.com  

This year the Scandinavian Cultural Society was again  

represented at the Eurofest. The Festival was held July 27 and 

28 at the fairgrounds in Maple Ridge. This fair has been held 

nearly every year since 1998. During the event we manned an 

information tent, and it was well worth the effort. In  

addition to information about our own events and the  

Scandinavian Community Centre, we publicized our  

Genealogy Group.  

In partnership with the BC Genealogical Society, The  

Scandinavian Cultural Society’s Genealogy Group meets regularly at the Scandinavian Centre, usually on 

the second Saturday of the month from 1-3 pm Pacific time. We welcome visitors. Don't wait if you 

have a question or need assistance — just email us. We love family history puzzles!  

For information, contact: 

Poul Erik Rasmussen -- sonofrasmus@shaw.ca 

Diane Rogers -- diane_rogers@shaw.ca   

 

 

 

 Genealogy at the Swedish Heritage Museum 



Scandinavian Cultural Society 
6540 Thomas St., Burnaby, BC V5B 4P9 

NAME: ________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________ 

CITY, PROVINCE: ________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE: ____________________________________________________ 

EMAIL: _________________________________________________________ 

11 January 1:00pm. Genealogy Session 

27 January 7:00pm. SCS Meeting 

8 February 1:00pm. Genealogy Session 

24 February 7:00pm. AGM & Meeting 

8 March 1:00pm. Genealogy Session 

31 March 7:00pm. SCS Meeting 

12 April 1:00pm. Genealogy Session 

26-27 April 11:00am. Art and Photography

Show 

28 April 7:00pm. SCS Meeting 

17 May 1:00 pm. Genealogy Session 

26 May 7:00 pm. SCS Meeting 

21–22 June. Midsummer Festival 

Genealogy and Troll Garden 

13 September 1:00pm. Genealogy Session 

29 September 7:00pm. SCS Meeting 

25 October 1:00pm. Genealogy Session 

26 October. Leif Erickson Day 

27 October 7:00pm. SCS Meeting 

8 November 1:00pm. Genealogy Session 

24 November 7:00pm.  SCS Meeting 

Confirmation & info: www.scancentre.org 

www.scandinavianculturalsociety.org 

Scandinavian Cultural Society 

 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2025 

Scandinavian Cultural Society 

 CONTACTS 2025 

Executive: 

President: Steen Larsen 

604-949-1620 steenlarsen@shaw.ca

Vice President: Poul Erik Rasmussen 

604-526-1233 sonofrasmus@shaw.ca

Treasurer: Dianne Kilback dkilback@shaw.ca 

Secretary: Maria Lakes Marialakes@yahoo.ca 

Directors:  

John Stuart 778-883-5572 stuartj@direct.ca 

Arne Moller 778-836-1937 

arn_mol@yahoo.ca 

Bent Ostergaard 604-274-4194 

bostergaard@shaw.ca 

Diane Rogers 250-859-3340     
diane_rogers@shaw.ca 

Linda Asgeirsson linda103@telus.net 

Sussanne Hoiberg vendelarts@gmail.com 

Website: Judith Anderson 604-526-4722 

 judithanderson@shaw.ca 

Bookkeeper: Riitta Huttunen 604-941-0760 

riittahu@gmail.com 

Genealogy: Diane Rogers, P. E. Rasmussen 

Art Show 2025: Sussanne Hoiberg 

vendelarts@gmail.com 

Book Displays: Pia Christensen 

pia.christensen@ubc.ca 

We appreciate the cooperation and support of the Scandinavian Community Centre and 

its associated organizations, especially our membership hosts, Danish House Society and 

the Icelandic Canadian Club of BC. We also acknowledge the assistance of the Burnaby 

Arts Council, and our Members. Thank you. 

Membership - 2025 

Dues: 

 Individual $15 

 Family $ 20  

Donations are always 

welcome! 

Help us by volunteering as: 

 Board Member 

 Event Organizer 

 Event Worker 




