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Calendar of Events:
“What’s on at the Centre”

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

January 2022
January 7 - 6:30pm
“Kro Aften” Club Night
January 14 - 12:00 Noon
Scandinavian Seniors Lunch 55+
January 20 - 6:30pm
Midsummer Planning Meeting

(DHS)
(SCCS)

Any payments received to date for memberships in 2021 will be
considered as payment for the year 2022 and credited to end
December 31, 2022.

(SCCS)
Membership Dues are:
One Year Family $40.00 and One Year Individual $25.00
Lifetime $300.00

February 2022
February 4 - 6:30pm
“Kro Aften” Club Night
February 11 - 12:00 Noon
Scandinavian Seniors Lunch 55+

All 2022 DHS MEMBERSHIP dues are due and payable by the
deadline of December 31, 2021. The Danish House Board at its
February 2021 Board meeting voted to forgive membership fees for
the pandemic year 2021.

(DHS)
(SCCS)

A Big Welcome to the following new members that have been
approved by the Board of Directors since the last newsletter:
Family Memberships
Connie Frederiksen & Peter Yeo
Individual
Johanna Kristensen

“KRO AFTEN” ! BRING YOUR FRIENDS
This fun-filled Danish House Event is held the first Friday
of every month, except August and December.
Enjoy a fine selection of open-faced sandwiches ($6 each),
dessert and coffee or tea. Wash it down with snaps and
Carlsberg beer on tap. Meet at about 6pm to get your meal
tickets and table number - smørrebrød is served at 7 p.m.

BY RESERVATION ONLY

Respectfully submitted by,
Else Rollke, Membership Committee

DONATIONS TO THE
DANISH HOUSE SOCIETY
July thru November 2021
Names of Donors:
In Memory of Dave Buchmann:

Put your order in by Monday, the week of the Kro Aften
Friday. This very popular event fills up quickly so be sure to
book early!

TO RESERVE
Send Ed an e-mail at kuhlman@shaw.ca and receive the
menu a week in advance. Order must be e-mailed to Ed by
the Monday before the Kro Aften. Phone Ed at 604-942-8499.

Oluf Folkersen; David Hodge; Carol & Bent Nielsen; Pauli Juoksu;
Janet Mowatt
In Memory of Paul Hansen:
Alf & Birgit Kiilerich

Total Donations: $ 525.00

Please note: Non-members will be charged
a $5.00 per person surcharge to attend.
______________________________

Volunteers needed for the
Midsummer Festival
June 25-26, 2022

Respectfully submitted by:
Else Rollke, Treasurer

contact the
Scandinavian Centre Office
scancentre.org

Next “Kroaften” Club Nights - January 7th and February 4th, 2022

Report - News

Volume XXII, Issue 3

Page 3

President’s Report
December 2021
In contrast to this time last year Danish House activities have started to come back to life despite the
ongoing evolution of the corona-virus into new variants. There is even hope that a Midsummer Festival
will take place the weekend of June 25-26th unless of course the Omicron variant forces the government
to impose new restrictions. Language classes have completed their first semester in several years under
the excellent supervision and instruction of our new language teacher Louise Krog. Louise is doing more
than just a good job, she is doing a fantastic job, and her daughters have also pitched in to help at our
Christmas Kroaften. Louise is with us until the summer when her family heads back to Denmark after
her husband Jacob finishes his research work at UBC. We are very fortunate to have found such a
wonderful family and be able to make them a part of our family in Danish House.
The other very noteworthy development that must be mentioned is that our Kroaftens have started up again on the first Friday of
every month with the usual gang of helpers and our caterer, now DHS Board member Tina Taylor, and her crew, preparing the
smorrebrod we have all come to enjoy. Ebba Grey, one of the major pillars of past Kroaftens decide that she had done her share
and has passed on the torch to the current crew. Thank you Ebba for all your work over the years. It has been a relatively smooth
transition for us and free of mistakes and we can only say you perfected the process and taught us well!
Danish House activities came back to life with the Annual Family BBQ in August which was well attended with over 100 guests
and members enjoying themselves. The weather cooperated and our steak master Gord Iversen cooked the steaks to perfection.
With the language classes and Kroaftens having started up, our scholarship program continuing as detailed in the pages of this
newsletter, the last casualty of the pandemic is “The Christmas by the Fireside”. Unfortunately the board felt that with a large
senior component in our membership and with kids not yet vaccinated the correct course of action was to forego this popular event
for this year. Instead a Christmas Kroaften featuring a “kroplatte” substituted. Hopefully Santa and the Lucia girls can pay us a
visit in 2022.
Is there any good things to say about the pandemic? Yes, we can all be thankful that the virus has not claimed any victims at Dania
Home or among our Danish House membership as far as we know. It has also made us realize what we were missing when all of
our activities shut down, the sense of a cultural identity shared with other members of Danish House and the friendships made at
Kroaftens over the years.
Hopefully, I will see you soon at a Kroaften club night where we can raise a glass of beer in celebration that our lives have begun
to adjust to what is probably the new normal for the foreseeable future. The virus is not gone but we are at least better prepared
and able to deal with it.
Submitted by Ed Kuhlman,
President of Danish House

DANISH LANGUAGE CLASSES
Thank You all for making this fall semester’s Danish lessons an enjoyable experience - and hopefully
also instructive.
In the New Year we will offer two classes, a beginner/lower intermediate and an intermediate/advanced.
The schedules are:
Beginner//Lower Intermediate class will meet on Wednesdays from 5:30 - 7:30 pm, starting on:
Wednesday, January 12th.
Intermediate/Advanced class will meet on Mondays from 6:00 - 8:00 pm, starting on:
Monday, January 10th.
This semester the classes will run for 12 weeks, and the fee will be $125.00. There will be a spring break for one or two weeks
in the last half of March, (I will provide information later). You can sign up for a class by sending me an e-mail, first come first
serve at louisekrog@gmail.com. If you know of anyone else who might be interested, feel free to pass on the information. It
will also be available on the Scandinavian Centre’s website: info@scancentre.org.
Last but not least, Glædelig jul og godt nytår!
Jeg håber at se jer alle igen I foråre.
Venlig hilsen
Louise Krg. Instructor - Danish Language Classes
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OUR 2021 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Danish House Society was pleased to award ten $1,500 Scholarships in 2021. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the presentation of the
scholarships usually made at the September Kro Aften had to be cancelled because of the ongoing government restrictions on group
meetings. Two additional $2,400 Scholarships were awarded by the DHS in appreciation of funds willed to DHS for 2 scholarships
by the Estate of Ruth and Johannes Pedersen. Twenty-one applications were received by the scholarship committee with the usual
deadline of 30th of June extended due to consideration of the impact of the pandemic on students and also due to the sudden passing
of DHS Scholarship Committee member Dave Buchmann just prior to the application deadline. A total of 21 applications were
submitted for consideration and of those 21 applications a total of 3 applications were rejected as not meeting the required criteria.
The scholarship committee assessed each application, awarding points for academic achievement, application presentation, goals, and
references, etc. Past Scholarship Committee member Ella Wolder stepped into the void left by the passing of Dave Buchmann and
our Thank You is due to Ella for her excellent service on our scholarship committee, not only for this year, but for past years as well.
.

Committee members recused themselves from assessing the application of any related person.

DHS - Ruth & Johannes Pedersen Scholarships (awarded to top 2 applicants)
Erin Elrick – West Vancouver

PHOTO
NOT
AVAILABLE

Erin is the granddaughter of Vera Andersen and the late Niels Andersen, and the great-niece of Margit
Hansson. Erin graduated from Sentinel Secondary School and is enrolled in UBC Engineering for this fall.
She has interests in eco-friendly technologies,was a co-fouder and leader of her high school ‘Our Green
Planet’ club, and is a member of the ‘Blue Dot Organization’. Erin has used her photography skills to
demonstrate the negative effects of climate change and used it to showcase effects of mental illness and
depression. In school, she was able to participate in volleyball. Erin has competed in highland dance since
she was five years old. She has participated in many DHS events over the years, performing highland
dance at a past summer barbeque, volunteering at the barbeques and would like to continue to do so. Erin
is a winner of the Ruth and Johannes Pedersen Scholarship of $2400 and is “appreciative of the
scholarship”.

Gideon Loeb – Campbell River
Gideon is the grandson of Ann Kask, (Née Madsen), and Johan Madsen is his great-uncle. Gideon’s
family roots have been traced back to 1542! He has graduated from Carihi Secondary School where his
primary focus had been mathematics and sciences, and he has volunteered in many different groups.
Gideon is enrolled in North Island College where he will be working towards a Business Degree. Gideon
has participated in Campbell River’s local energy challenge for water and energy conservation, helped
create a bicycle powered blender, and has biked to school since grade 6. He has volunteered in the
summer work crew at Camp Homewood which included working off grid at the Woodsman site, (20182021). Gideon plays the trumpet, has done cross-country, plays basketball and soccer, as well he has
refereed and coached soccer. Gideon is another winner of the Ruth and Johannes Pedersen Scholarship of
$2400, and it is “extremely beneficial to my future education”.

DHS - $1,500 Scholarship Winners
Skylar Dannhauer – Delta

PHOTO
NOT
AVAILABLE

Skylar is the granddaughter of Inge-Lise Dannhauer. She is a graduate of South Delta Secondary School
and will be attending Kwantlen Polytechnic University this fall in the Faculty of Arts program majoring in
English and creative writing. Her favourite hobby has been creative writing. With a degree from KPU,
she is hoping to fulfill her dream of becoming an English teacher. Skylar has been working as a hostess in
a Browns Socialhouse restaurant. She has volunteered in recreational leadership class and school sports.
Receiving the DHS scholarship is “beyond appreciated”.

Thank You to all DHS Members and Non-Members for your Generosity
at Kroaftens buying the raffle tickets that make the scholarships possible.
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OUR 2021 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS - continued
Keanna Foster – Delta
Keanna is the niece of Judith Robitaille and is going into her third year at the University of Saskatchewan
studying towards a BSc in Psychology. Her goal is to enter medical school to become a psychiatrist.
Keanna was able to live in Denmark for 3 months in 2020 due to online studies. She was able to stay with
family and immersed herself in the Danish culture. Keanna writes poetry, plays soccer, does weightlifting
and running, and has volunteered at the Fraser Health Crisis Line. She is currently working part-time as a
food service worker in the Ladner Hospital. This scholarship is helping Keanna “get one step closer to my
goals”.

Corbin Jensen – Vancouver

PHOTO
NOT
AVAILABLE

A current member of DHS, Corbin has volunteered at two Midsummer Festivals and two DHS Annual
Family BBQs. He has also served on his Labour Union’s executive board and volunteered abroad with the
‘Canada Wold Youth’ program helping in a publichealth campaign on Malaria prevention in Ghana.
Corbin has been working in the film and TV industry and is now embarking in a new career in Computing
Science at SFU, taking courses part-time. He is looking forward to the Co-op program at SFU, and wants
to “create a more fair and sustainable world by building software that helps people”.

Chloe Jorgensen – Maple Ridge
The granddaughter of Dexada Jorgensen, Chloe is going into her second year of studies at the University
of Lethbridge. She is in a 5 year combined degree program for a Bachelor of Education and a Bachelor of
Dramatic Arts (theatre). Chloe’s goal is to work in an education setting, teaching drama, advanced history
and doing freelance work. She has participated in many plays, musicals, and directed a one-act play.
Chloe has attended many SCC/Danish House functions and events such as Midsummer and Christmas
Festivals. She volunteered at her Port Moody school removing invasive plants and planting native shrubs
and bulbs. Chloe has volunteered in community theatre, at the Boys and Girls Club; worked in a school
program building a duplex home, and did fundraising for a fellow student who lost her mother due to
violence. Chloe is a Starbucks’ barista trainer and will be competing in the barista championship in
August. Receiving the scholarship “would be a huge help”.

Amanda Lauridsen – Surrey
The granddaughter of Arne Lauridsen and the late Annette Lauridsen, and the daughter of Steen Lauridsen,
Amanda has just completed her first year of studies at UBC in Engineering in the pre-biomedical stream.
She plans on further studies in biomedical engineering to be able to design medical equipment “and
technology that is used to save lives every day”. Amanda teaches piano, has volunteered at a local
retirement home, has done charity fundraisers and participates in the cadet program. She worked as wait
staff in a Pho 99 restaurant, and is currently self-studying to learn Mandarin Chinese. She has attended
many SCC events. serving coffee at DHS events, volunteered in the Danish tent during Midsummer, and
helped in the setup and takedown for the 2019 Lucia performance. Amanda learned to knit and bake
Vaniljekranse from Annette. She has attended a family reunion in Denmark and plans on studying Danish
in the near future. Amanda won a DHS and DCCC scholarship in 2020.

Sarah Madsen – North Vancouver
Sarah is the granddaughter of John Madsen, and niece of Michelle Madsen. Sarah is working towards her
Bachelor of Arts at the University of Victoria, majoring in History and minoring in Art History. She has
just completed her second year of studies. Once she has completed her Bachelor’s degree, she plans to
pursue a Master’s degree then “travel once border restrictions lift”. Sarah has volunteered with DHS at
several Midsummers, as a counsellor for the Cheakamus Centre which is an outdoor education school,
with Truvelle Bridal Company, and various non-profit charities such as Rotary Ride for Rescue and Health
for Humanity. She enjoys hiking and gardening, reading, painting and playing the piano. “Receiving this
scholarship would help me continue my university education.” Sarah has won DHS and DCCC
scholarships in 2019 and 2020.
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OUR 2021 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS - continued
Mark Magelund – North Vancouver
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NOT
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Mark is the grandson of Borge and Magdalene Magelund. He is a graduate of Handsworth Secondary
School and is now enrolled in his first year at SFU’s Beadie School of Business. Mark will be working
towards a Business Administration degree with a focus on a career in finance. He enjoys “golfing, skiing,
mountain biking, working out and researching topics that” he finds interesting. Mark has travelled to
Denmark and experienced Danish culture and food. He has attended Kroaften, Midsummer and
Christmas events at the SCC. Mark has also volunteered at the Midsummer festival.

Samantha Magelund – North Vancouver
Samantha is the granddaughter of Borge and Magdalene Magelund. She has completed her third year of
studies towards a Bachelor of Commerce at the University of Victoria. Samantha’s fourth year will
include a half year exchange term at Aarhus University in Denmark. Her specialization is in
entrepreneurship. In preparation for her studies in Denmark, Samantha has started to learn Danish. She
has participated in many events at the SCC including Kroaften and Christmas presentation by the St.
Lucia group. Samantha has volunteered at Midsummer, ‘Five Days for the Homeless’, ‘International
Buddy program’, served food at ‘Camas Gardens Food for Thought’, ‘Friends of Upland Park’
(removing invasive plants), ‘44 Grad Dresses’, camp counsellor at the ‘Cheakamus Centre’, ball crew for
the ‘FIFA Women’s World Cup’ and helping at Girls’ Soccer Provincial Championships. Her activities
include basketball, soccer, working out and enjoying water sports. Samantha won DHS and DCCC
scholarships in 2018 and 2019.

Thomas J. F. Richmond – Delta
Thomas is an approved member of the DHS. He is enrolled in his third year of a four year program to
earn his Bachelor of Applied Science degree in Engineering at UBC. For almost all of this past year,
Thomas has lived in Denmark and worked as an engineering intern in the Innovation department at Novo
Nordisk, Denmark. He has participated in SCC Christmas bazaars, other SCC events and the Kroaften.
Thomas’ volunteer activities include housekeeping, being an A/V technician and support staff, being the
head high school lighting technician for theatre, and at church: serving dinner to the needy, being a youth
group leader and social event coordinator, summer camp planner and counsellor. At university, he was
part of the student council, clubroom manager and technician for his engineering department. Thomas
:
enjoys camping, hiking, downhill long-boarding, skiing and biking, computer coding/hackathon
competitions, music, piano, guitar and is a keen reader on philosophy and religion topics. he hopes to ‘be
able to impact society and the world positively with a mindset of sustainability”.

Hope Saprunov – Surrey

PHOTO
NOT
AVAILABLE

Hope is the stepdaughter of John Jespersen, and step granddaughter of the late Lilli Jespersen (Née Ansel),
Hope has graduated from Earl Marriott Secondary School and is enrolled in the Nursing Program at the
Camosun College Victoria to obtain her Bachelor Baccalaureate of Science in Nursing (BSN). She would
like to advance to a doctorate program to become a Nurse Practitioner. Hope has been a band member and
jazz band member and has studied and plays trumpet, percussion, trombone, and the euphonium; as well
as classical and jazz piano. She has competed with her bandmates and solo at competitions locally and in
the USA such as the “Surrey Jazz Festival”, “Ignite Youth Festival”, and “Lionel Hampton Jazz festival”
in Idaho. Hope is into photography and focuses on editorial fashion photography and portraits; she has
volunteered for the UBC Disorder Magazine and took headshots of the artist Haleluya Hailu, for the July
2021 edition. She has volunteered for VOKRA and Katie’s Place, both are animal shelters. Hope’s role
had been to prepare animals for adoption. She has worked at Steve’s Poke Bar and now is at Bentley’s
Retreat, which is a dog care/grooming/shop.

Congratulations to our 2021 Scholarship Winners!
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Psychotherapy in
Danish, Norwegian and
English
_________________________________________________________________________________
Are you dealing with difficult emotions and circumstances on your
own?
Do you want help from an empathetic professional in your mother
tongue?
I am a certified psychotherapist MPF from Denmark.
I offer therapy at reasonable prices.
The therapy takes place in Kitsilano or virtually.
No matter what you are burdened by, you are very welcome to contact
me by email: louisekrog@gmail.com / cell: 236 979 4634
Read more on my website:
www.louisekrogterapi.dk

MA and psychotherapist MPF
Louise Krog

DANISH HOUSE SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION:
Thank you for your interest in joining and supporting DHS. Please make your cheques payable to:
“Danish House Society, 6540 Thomas St., Burnaby, BC V5B 4P9
Name(s):__________________________________________________________________________
Street:____________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________Province:__________Postal Code:_________________
Phone:_____________________Fax:____________________Email:__________________________
I prefer to receive my newsletter by: Email
Membership Dues:

Canada Post

New Membership

$25.00

Individual Membership Due enclosed

$40.00

Family Membership Due enclosed

$100.00 Corporate/Organization Membership Due enclosed
$300.00 Lifetime (individual) Membership Due enclosed
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

or Renewal
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Scholarships
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KNUD RASMUSSEN VISITED ERIK POULSEN’S GRANDFATHER
ON HERSCHEL ISLAND
Knud Rasmussen and his Fifth Thule team reached Herschel Island in mid-April 1924.
The island situated in the Arctic Ocean about five kilometres north of the Yukon was still
locked in ice. Admittedly, travelling to Herschel Island was a bit of a detour, but Knud
Rasmussen went there as he was interested in the trial of Tatamigana and Alikomiak. It
was the first murder trial in the Canadian Arctic, and had just taken place on Herschel
Island the year before.
On Herschel Island, Knud Rasmussen and his team stayed with RCMP officer Stuart Wood.
They were there for two weeks. After Knud Rasmusssen left, Stuart Wood made a fairly
long report to his superiors regarding Knud Rasmussen and his expedition. The report
recounts what Knud Rasmussen told him and outlines the aims of his expedition. Stuart
Wood was impressed not only with Knud Rasmussen’s knowledge about the Inuit, but the
fact that by speaking Greenlandic he could readily communicate with the Inuit in Canada,
in the process making friends and easily obtaining information about their community and
way of life.
When Erik Poulsen, who sits on the Board of Directors of The Danish Club of Ottawa,
heard about the Kud Rasmussen book he immediately wanted a copy. Erik Poulsen
explained that RCMP officer Stuart Wood was his maternal grandfather (Morfar) and that
his Morfar had photographs of Knud Rasmussen taken on Herschel Island when the
members of the expedition stayed with his Morfar.
The photograph of Knud Rasmussen, given to Stuart Wood, has Knud Rasmussen’s signature on the
back of the photo.
Knud Michelsen has written several books about Knud Rasmussen. His book KNUD RASMUSSEN
– AMBASSADOR ON DOG SLED, published by the Danish Federation, is a short, popular and
captivating book with about one-hundred illustrations. It is available through Danish House for
$20.00.
If you would like to purchase KNUD RASMUSSEN – AMBASSADOR ON DOG SLED or a copy
of the 2021 Danish Federation Heritage Book, please contact:
Ed Kuhlman: phone: 504-942-8499 or e-mail: kuhlman@shaw.ca

B.C

