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The Icelandic Canadian Club of British Columbia 
 

 N E W S L E T T E R 

 

 

 

Scandinavian Community Centre  
6540 Thomas Street, Burnaby, BC  V5B 4P9 

 

to open 
 

August 1st, 2021 
 

with limited capacity 
 

In response to the PHO Guidance published May 25th 

www.scancentre.org 

The Goodman Writer's Grant- $ 4OOO. 
 

A grant of $4,000 is available to assist an emerging writer, administered by the Canada Iceland Foundation and 
offered through the Icelandic Connection journal. Subject of the work must be about the Icelandic-Canadian 
presence, its history or otherwise be related to the author's connection to an Icelandic and/or Icelandic-North 
American theme. This grant will be awarded in each of the five years, 2021 to 2025.  
 

The 2021 award will be accepting submissions until Friday, October 1 at 4pm CT, with the award recipient notified by 
December 1, 2021. Please fill out the application form provided on the Icelandic Connection journal website. Forward 
any other documentation and/or written submission via email to editor@icecon.ca. This grant would not be possible 
without the generous support of Dr. Ron Goodman. 
 

Check for additional details at:  https://icecon.ca/goodman-writer-s-grant 

It’s Vacation Time ! 

There will be no newsletter in July or August but 

Almost surely 

the Fall should bring 

Language Classes, Leif Erikson Day and Events 

The Bake Sale and the Children’s Christmas Party 

Life begins again ! 

See you in September ! 

 

 

The Icelandic Canadian Club of British Columbia 2021 Scholarship information is attached. 

http://www.scancentre.org
https://canadaicelandfoundation.ca/scholarships-grants/goodman-writer-s-grant
https://icecon.ca/goodman-writer-s-grant
mailto:editor@icecon.ca
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Höfn Icelandic Harbour, 2020 Harrison Drive, Vancouver, BC   
 

Assisted Living & Affordable Housing; an open, bright, caring, friendly environment 
 

We have been providing care for Seniors 
since 1947. 

 

Höfn is still Covid-19 free. All residents and 
staff received their first Covid vaccine shots on 
January 1, 2021; second shot on February 25th. 

 

Residents are now taking their meals together 
in the dining room and, with a reservation from 

the office, residents can accept visitors.   
 

We have an excellent director, Albert Teng, and 
staff, and would like to thank them for bringing 

the home through this epidemic. 
 

Find us at:  info@icelandicharbour.org   or   
604-321-3812 

PASSAGES 
 

GUTTORMSSON, Myrle Charles 
The day the music paused… Myrle Charles Guttormsson 
died peacefully at home in Victoria, BC, April 2, 2021, at 
the age of 87, with family by his side. 
Artist and retired banker, Myrle loved the good things 
in life, people and jazz music. He didn’t miss a beat with 
his quick wit and humour. Myrle’s spirit and character 
endeared him to everyone whom he met. 
 Myrle, a Vester Íslendingur, was born in California to 
Dr. Pétur Bergvin Guttormsson (Vigfús and Vilborg of 
Lundar, MB) and Herdís SalÍn (née Reykdal) Jón and 
Sigurborg  of Baldur, MB. Myrle grew up on the 
Canadian prairies and later was drawn to the Okanagan 
Valley, and then further to the Pacific Ocean. His family 
and friends were his greatest joy and he never missed 
an opportunity to sing, dance and play the ukulele or 
banjo. He was very proud of his Icelandic culture and 
heritage. 
 Myrle was predeceased by his brothers Pétur Thor 
and Kristján Vigfús. He is survived by his sister Norma 
Celine, daughters Janet Salín (Chris) and Andrea Pauline 
(John – Natalie) (Neal – great grandson Thor) Clint, 
Dale); his sons Peter Charles (dtr. Sarah (Stephen – Levi 
and Isaiah) and Myrle Carl (Shannon – Alana, Marla) 
and many cousins, nieces and nephews.  
 Peace of heaven on all descending 
 With this stillness softly blending 
 Here abide. Our thoughts ascending 
 In a fervent prayer unite. 
 From the pain of wounds relieve us 
 From the dread of cold reprieve us. 

 May the joyous sun receive us 
 When the morning breaks.  Good night. 
 All in peace await the radiant 
 Angel of the dawn.  Good night. 
  Guttormur Guttormsson 
 

KRISTMANSON, Joseph William 
May 4, 1945—Jan 31, 2021 
It is with a heavy heart that I announce the passing 
of my dear Uncle, Joseph William Kristmanson, at 
the age of 75 in his home in Kamloops, BC. 
 Born in Vancouver, Joe grew up in North Burnaby, 
however at an early age went to work with his 
father, Christmas Joe (Sr), on his Dispatch boat, the 
‘Limited.’ Joe loved the ocean and he soon started a 
career in fishing, leaving for Alaska to fish halibut on 
the Milbanke Sound. He pursued his career in fishing 
and eventually became a Marine Engineeer. He 
worked on the Leader Fish, Viking Prince, Pacific 
Viking & Viking Tide and was a valued and very well 
liked shipmate with his kind heart and great sense of 
humour. 
 Sadly in 2008, Joe had an accident while 
commercial fishing and then retired to Kamloops, 
where he had moved some years earlier. When not 
fishing, Joe was very social and loved meeting up 
with friends and past fishing buddies for beers and 
sharing stories. Joe had a very easy going personality 
and always had a good story to tell.  Joe will be sadly 
missed by his niece Jacquie (David), nephews Roy, 
Dale (Shelley) & Clark, & many dear friends. He was 
predecease by his sister Evelyn (Roy) and brother 
Don (Una). 
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Temporary Work in Iceland 
 

Have any of you wanted your children or grandchildren to work temporarily in Iceland so they can relate to their 
Icelandic background and absorb the culture of the Icelanders?  Students graduating Grade 12 and taking a year 
off, university students saving money to pay for their degrees, or young people taking time off before they begin 
a career, are all unable to obtain temporary work in Iceland.   
 

 Iceland is presently one of the most popular tourist destinations in the world. They need foreign workers 
and now have 40,000 non-Icelanders working in temporary jobs.  
 

 Three years before Covid struck, a friend of mine said that Keflavik airport was actively looking for workers. 
My grandson thought he would like to do this for the summer and after obtaining the proper email address for a 
job application, wrote the Keflavik airport, and did not receive a reply.  I thought this was odd and, because we 
are of Icelandic descent, I emailed them as well thinking this may give him preference, however, I also received 
no reply. 
 

 After researching government agencies and talking to a few Icelandic contacts, I discovered the Schengen 
Treaty which Iceland signed in the 1990s.  It is comprised of a group of 22 European countries that have agreed to 
join forces and follow rules.  They agreed to the abolition of internal border controls and free movement of 
persons within the Member States plus the strengthening of external borders and security issues.  
 

 The downside to this for those of Icelandic descent in the Americas is that they are outside the Schengen 
Treaty; and there are strict rules for those attempting to work temporarily in Iceland. There is a wall that you 
cannot by-pass.  
 

 Steinthor Guðbjartsson of Morgunblaðið recently wrote a news piece on this subject and the Icelandic 
Ambassador to Canada, Pétur Ásgeirsson, emailed that he has been working on this subject and hopes to have a 
solution this summer. It will probably resemble ‘International Experience Canada’ – the type of open work permit 
you get for a Working Holiday- and covers ages 18-35.  
 

 Let’s hope. 
 

Margaret Bjarnason Amirault 

 

Guide to Iceland.is/history-culture/icelanders—from Wikipedia 
 

Icelanders frequently speak on the in-breath. This habit is most common when they say ‘Já’ or ‘Jæja,' which 
means ‘yes’ and ‘well’ respectively. 
 

Perhaps not particularly Icelandic, as it occurs in other Nordic countries, this quirk is something most 
foreigners will notice and mention when they come to the country. 
 

There is no need to act surprised if you hear it; it is just a way of the tongue, not an offended gasp. 
 

It is surprisingly challenging for people who have never spoken this way, although that is hardly unusual for 
the Icelandic language. 

 

Iceland's Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
is recruiting a Political and Trade Officer for its embassy in Ottawa 

 

The duties include facilitating trade and investment, consular work, cultural affairs, political relations, and office 
management connecting with stakeholders in Iceland and Canada. The Political & Trade Officer also develops, 
organizes, and executes cultural events and projects. 
 

A university degree and relevant work experience in Canada is required, along with strong communication and 
networking skills as well as good research, presentation, and writing capabilities. 
 

More information about the role and an online application can be found here: 
 

Political and Trade Officer | Embassy of Iceland Canada | LinkedIn 

https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/2494310961/?eBP=JOB_SEARCH_ORGANIC&refId=ZqTOdW08MnjYpUjAVpIvqg%3D%3D&trackingId=8uqiDmkP1q8D3GeJcpufTw%3D%3D&trk=flagship3_search_srp_jobs
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Hakai Magazine launched in April 2016 covers stories from 
the world's coastlines, a bit like a National Geographic for 
the coast. It is located in Victoria, but their stories come 
from around the world. The name Hakai is inspired by 
Hakai Pass which is within the Hakai Lúxvbálís 
Conservancy, one of the largest protected marine 
areas on the west coast of Canada, located about 400 
kilometers north of Vancouver. 
The magazine explores science, society, and the 
environment from a coastal perspective and celebrates 
exploration, discovery, and science. It focuses on the 
world’s coastlines, where almost half of the global 
population lives.  
The Hakai magazine believes strongly in helping to 
develop young journalists. If you are a writer, 
illustrator, artist, photographer, or videographer, 
contact: https://www.hakaimagazine.com › about-us.  
Their offices are at: 100-1002 Wharf St. Victoria, BC  
V8W 1T4 Canada 250-590-3306. The magazine has 
received many awards, check their site. 
 
Egill Bjarnason has been Hakai Magazine’s go-to writer on 
all things Iceland since 2017. Bjarnason, an Icelander, has 
introduced readers to the small island nation’s fixation on 
swimming lessons for all, its connection to the first moon 
landing, and its role in seasickness research. The following 
excerpt, “That Time Hitler’s Girlfriend Visited Iceland and 
the British Invaded,” is from Bjarnason’s first book, How 
Iceland Changed the World. Iceland, it turns out has 
shown up unexpectedly—and has had an outsized role—in 
many world-changing events.  

———————— 
Excerpts from: 
“That time Hiltler’s girlfriend Visited Iceland and the 
British Invaded” by Egill Bjarnason. 
 

I always said it. Hitler should not be trusted. Had 
people just taken my advice, this mess would never 
have happened.—A sheep farmer in northern Iceland 
lecturing his workers during a coffee break, according 
to Nú er hlátur nývakinn, a collection of anecdotes from 
the region. 
 Some of the oldest color film footage ever taken of 
Iceland was shot aboard a cruise ship sailing around the 
Westmann Islands. The archipelago of 15 dome-shaped 
islands sits on a volcanic hotspot just 16 kilometers off the 

“That time Hiltler’s girlfriend Visited Iceland and the British Invaded”  
taken from the book, How Iceland Changed the World  by Egill Bjarnason, 
published by Penguin Books, 2021. The article was found in Hakai Magazine.  
The story is long:  4,500 words, about 22 minutes Audio, so the following are 
excerpts from the story. For the full story with photos:  check the internet at:  
 

https://www.hakaimagazine.com/features/that-time-hitlers-girlfriend-

southern coast. The largest 
island, Heimaey, is 
inhabited by a community 
referred to as the 
Eyjamenn—the island 
people—by “continental” 
Icelanders. The journey as 
the ship enters Heimaey’s 
harbor is stunning. The ship sails through a narrow inlet, 
passing sheer black-green cliffs that plunge into the sea, 
crossed by the flight of fulmars and skuas. The old film 
footage is silent. All it reveals, so far, is a voyage in an 
astounding landscape. End of shot. 
 Next cut: the camera is on solid ground, pointed at 
some of the quaint houses that once dotted Heimaey (in 
1973, the town would have to be rebuilt after a volcanic 
eruption). The sequence moves quickly, reflecting the 
price of color film, but the cameraperson lingers for a few 
seconds on the sight of clean laundry luffing on a 
clothesline in the ocean breeze. Green gardens suggest 
the peak of summer. The idyllic motifs continue as the 
filmmaker’s eye is drawn to children. One girl stands with 
her fist gripping the neck of a dead puffin, a local 
delicacy. She poses with two friends. The camera then 
cuts to a blond boy, probably around eight years old, and 
stays on him long enough to capture a shy smile toward 
the camera. The clip suggests an eye drawn toward the 
innocent, the gentle and pure. In context, it’s bone-
chilling. 
 Holding the camera was Eva Braun. Eva Braun, 
Adolf Hilter’s girlfriend and partner in suicide; a woman 
who stayed with him for a decade, through the entire 
Holocaust; the only woman who could call der Führer by 
his first name: Adolf, dear. 
 Braun was in Iceland in the summer of 1939, the 
year the Second World War began, traveling on board 
the Milwaukee, a cruise liner from the Nazi state-
operated leisure organization Kraft durch Freude. The 
ship’s manifest lists her real name, next to her mother’s 
and her older sister’s, Gretl. Only they know about the 
life she leads back home; the relationship with Hitler was 
a secret for 14 years, based on Hitler’s idea that a 
bachelor status would lure female followers. 
 According to a pamphlet about the voyage, the 
Milwaukee returned to Travemünde, Germany, on August 
3, less than a month before Germany kicked off the most 

Egill Bjarnason is an Icelandic journalist, based in 
Reykjavík. His debut nonfiction book, How Ice-
land Changed the World, was published by Pen-
guin Books in 2021.  

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/cnsrvncy/hakai_luxvbalis/
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/cnsrvncy/hakai_luxvbalis/
https://www.hakaimagazine.com ›%20about-us.%20%20
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devastating war in history by invading Poland. 
 Months before Eva Braun’s visit, Germany had 
bought a prominent villa in downtown Reykjavík, one 
designed by the legendary Guðjón Samúelsson, the 
creator of the National Theater and the Hallgrímskirkja 
Church. The three-floor Túngata 18 was set to host an 
incoming consultant and Nazi Party favorite: the retired 
physician Werner Gerlach. For debt-burdened Germany, 
he had a startlingly large budget to spend on a tiny island 
nation still under the rule of the Danish king. 
 The full scale of Germany’s prewar operations 
remains unclear due to the sheer volume of documents 
the Nazi regime destroyed during the course of its 
collapse. We do know that after the Weimar Republic’s 
end in 1933, state-sponsored German “scientists” were 
arriving in Iceland in ever-growing numbers, with vague 
objectives. We also know that the German flag carrier 
Lufthansa sent corporate agents to lobby for a 
transatlantic base that could function as a layover 
between Germany and the United States. The political 
objective of Gerlach has come to light only in recent 
decades, thanks to local historian Thor Whitehead’s 
study of private letters and diaries. Gerlach, documents 
show, was a puppet for Heinrich Himmler, leader of the 
Nazi death squad Schutzstaffel, better known by its runic 

letters ᛋᛋ. Himmler, the evil architect of the Holocaust, 
was a firm believer in the concept of the Thousand Year 
Reich—a pure German empire set to last for a 
millennium—and he was considering Iceland as the site 
for a long-term fort in the North Atlantic. 
 Winston Churchill, summarizing an observation 
made by one of his generals, said during the war: 
“Whoever possesses Iceland holds a pistol firmly pointed 
at England, America, and Canada.” Iceland’s location in 
the middle of the North Atlantic turned out to be crucial 
during the war years. But neither side knew just how 
important Iceland was going to get.  
 Early on, the Nazis’ interest in Iceland was as 
ideological as it was militaristic. Iceland, with its 
homogeneous populace and violent history, 
complemented the Nazi conception of Aryan heritage. 
Bizarrely, Nazis viewed the isolated nation as harboring a 
kind of original Aryan race, one rooted in heroic sagas 
and all-knowing gods like Odin and Thor. 
 Reality of life in Iceland would later disappoint the 
dispatched agents. But among Nazi leaders who never 
actually visited Iceland, the crush was real. And 
extremely dangerous, as the dream of conquering 
Iceland filtered up to the Nazi Party’s highest ranks. 
 Himmler did not succeed. But the specter of a Nazi 
invasion changed the fate of Iceland forever. 
 

 

————————————— 

The British army invaded Reykjavík at 5:00 a.m. on a 
Friday in May. The mission, dubbed Operation Fork, was 
meant to surprise the people of Iceland, arriving as it did 
with the ship lights shut off. But when the four warships 
sailed into harbor, a massive crowd of onlookers stood 
there watching. They’d seen them miles away. 
 The convoy had first passed the Reykjanes 
Peninsula, the boot-shaped corner that stretches out of 
Reykjavík, with fishermen in Keflavík noticing the unusual 
convoy. But it was the middle of the night, and they 
didn’t see a reason to notify the authorities because 
Iceland had nothing to do with the war—those guys must 
be headed somewhere else. Britain, for its part, had not 
taken into consideration that the ships would arrive on a 
public holiday and a payday for fishermen, when a good 
number were awake in the middle of the night, drinking 
and dancing. Police and taxi drivers on drunkard duty 
were the first to spot ships on the horizon. One, two, 
three, four … gray … warships. Were they British or 
German? No one knew. 
 The British cabinet had decided not to notify 
Icelandic authorities ahead of their arrival and instead 
jumped straight to an actual invasion. Their reasoning 
was that despite unofficially leaning toward Britain in the 
war, the Icelandic government would likely reject any 
suggestion of military protection due to their neutrality. 
If they’d first been given the opportunity to reject the 
Brits, the forthcoming invasion might be met with more 
hostility. Plus, if word got out, Germany had their fleet in 
northern Norway and could get there faster than the 
British. 
 British consul arrived with his suitcase in tow, a 
clear indicator of the nationality of the incoming troops. 
Britain was hoping for a peaceful operation—though the 
mariners were ordered to load their guns just in case. But 
as the ship got closer, it was easy to read the crowd: 
everybody was standing completely still, even the police. 
 The consul, according to witnesses, tapped the 
shoulder of a policeman standing in the middle of the 
crowd and asked, “Would you mind getting the crowd to 
stand back a bit so that the soldiers can get off the 
destroyer?” 
 The policeman, whose job description likely did 
not require him to help foreign invaders, just nodded: 
“Certainly.” 
 British commander R. G. Sturges, in a statement 
issued via flyer, apologized sincerely for the 
inconvenience. The goal, he said, was to “save Iceland 
from the fate that Denmark and Norway have suffered.” 
The British manner of polite but firm very much 
characterized the entire operation: while seizing 
telecommunications, the soldiers made sure to knock 

(Continued on page 6) 
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down a few doors. The building’s janitor was then 
showered with apologies and a promise to pay for the 
damages.   
 Werner Gerlach, the German Consul who served 
the Third Reich in Iceland, meanwhile, was not keeping it 
cool. The British forces had arrived at the local Nazi’s neat 
cream-colored house set behind the mowed lawn. They 
stood outside dangling cuffs. Gerlach tried to stall them 
by yelling through the door, “You can’t come in here! 
Iceland is a neutral nation!” 
 A British officer on the other side of the door 
replied in deadpan Oxford English: “You mean neutral like 
Denmark?” 
 By this point, the Nazis controlled the entire 
coastline from Spain to Norway. The only thing standing 
in the way of a Nazi invasion of the United Kingdom was 
33 kilometers, the width of the English Channel at its 
narrowest point. Knowing the German Kriegsmarine could 
not get past the Royal Navy, Hitler decided to use his sea 
forces strategically. Instead of attacking Britain directly, 
the plan was to strangle its cargo routes, depriving the 
island nation of everything from food and clothing to oil 
and iron.  Control of Iceland would help. 
 During the first 18 months of the war, Germany 
destroyed some 40 percent of Britain’s merchant ships.  

—————————— 
In the United States, President Roosevelt realized that 
Hitler’s ambition and the rise of fascist political powers 
could not be ignored much longer and started seeking a 
stronger alliance with Britain and France—the Allies.  
 Not quite yet in the war, Roosevelt’s 
administration first took careful but gradual steps toward 
increased military spending, first strictly in the form of 
military aid to Britain. Under the Lend-Lease Act, as the 
aid was known, Britain could order war supplies, food, 
and clothing, regardless of its ability to pay. 
 Roosevelt’s second move was to extend the so-
called Pan-American Security Zone to Iceland, moving the 
defense line beyond its North American boundaries in 
Greenland. Following the move, US diplomats asked 
Icelandic officials to ask the United States for protection 
during the war. The idea was to assist Britain by taking 
over its tasks in Iceland without officially entering the 
war, allowing Britain to send the 25,000 troops stationed 
in Iceland on to direct combat. Iceland went ahead with a 
formal request, which the United States was obliged to 
approve under the new defense line. 
 After one year of British occupation, the Americans 
arrived in Reykjavík. Local restaurants changed their 
menus from fish and chips to hot dogs and meatloaf. 
 The Battle of the Atlantic, a name Churchill claims 
to have coined, was the longest continuous battle in the 
war. A series of technological breakthroughs turned the 
tables for the Allies  

 The planes, for the most part, took off from 
Iceland, a country turned landing ship. British forces, to 
begin with, made a permanent mark on Reykjavík by 
building a massive airport on its outskirts, known today 
as the domestic airport and loathed by city planners for 
occupying prime real estate. The Americans went on to 
build an even bigger airport on the desolate Reykjanes 
Peninsula: the Keflavík International Airport, originally 
named Moss Airport after a pilot who died in a storm. 
Iceland also gave the Allies exclusive access to weather 
stations in the middle of the North Atlantic. To know the 
weather is to know when to strike. 

——————————- 
American president Dwight Eisenhower, the five-star 
general in the war who led the Normandy invasion, said 
in his memoir that Iceland’s strategic location made a 
difference on both the western front and eastern front. 
He didn’t go so far as to thank Iceland for the free 
world’s prevailing, but the statement makes a strong 
point about the speed and duration of the war that 
claimed the lives of 1,000 people every hour. That 
means 24,000 lives a day, ongoing for six years and a 
day, by the lowest estimate. It is, of course, impossible 
to quantify by how much Iceland-led operations may 
have shortened the war’s duration. A single month? 
That’s 720,000 lives, 60 percent of them civilians. 

—————————— 
At age 33, Eva Braun married Hitler. Forty hours later, 
on 30 April 1945, the couple committed suicide by 
taking a capsule of cyanide; Hitler then shot himself in 
the head, while Eva died from the poison.  
 

Editor’s Note:  Much has been cut out of this story. For 
the whole story, check out:   
www.hakaimagazine.com/features/that-time-hitlers
-girlfriend-visited-iceland-and-the-british-invaded/  

and buy the book, $23 approx, soft cover.  
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Lava Flows Over Both Protective Walls 
 May 25—Lava is now flowing over 
both protective walls that had been 
built near the eruption site by 
Fagradalsfjall mountain, Southwest 
Iceland, reports. The walls had been 
built to slow down the lava flow, which 
is headed into Nátthagi Valley. Should 
the lava continue flowing that way, it 
will eventually threaten a fiber optic 
cable for the Reykjanes peninsula and, 
finally, Suðurstrandarvegur road, 
which lies along the south coast of the 
peninsula. Ármann Höskuldsson, 
volcanologist at the University of 
Iceland, believes it will take a few 
weeks before Nátthagi Valley fills up 
with lava. The distance from Nátthagi 
valley to Suðurstrandarvegur road is 
about two kilometers. 
 R ö g n v a l d u r  Ó l a f s s o n , 
superintendent at the Department of 
Civil Protection and Emergency 
Management, states that much has 
been learned from building the 
protective walls, the design of which is 
clearly good. They still stand, although 
lava is flowing over them. This week, 
decisions regarding Nátthagi will be 
made. Assuming the Fagradalsfjall 
eruption, Southwest Iceland, 
continues, the lava that now flows in 
Nátthagi Valley could take three 
months to fill the valley, Magnús Tumi 
Guðmundsson, geophysicist at the 
University of Iceland, tells mbl.is. He is 
asked how long it might take the lava 
to flow out of the valley. It’s not 
moving a long distance. It thickens by 
about a meter a day and requires a 
certain slope to move on. The more 
extensive it gets, the more viscous, 
and then you can expect it to thicken 
more slowly, or by half a meter a day.” 
 
Iceland Lands Fourth in 2021 
Eurovision Song Contest 
Iceland’s representatives in the 2021 
Eurovision Song Contest, Daði og 
gagnamagnið, landed in fourth place at 

the competition despite a COVID-19 
infection in the band that prevented 
its members from performing live. A 
second member of the band tested 
positive for COVID-19 upon arriving 
home in Iceland: Árný Fjóla 
Ásmundsdóttir. 
 Iceland has only twice done better 
in the Eurovision Song Contest: the 
country won second place in 1999 
with the song All Out of Luck 
performed by Selma Björns, and also 
in 2009 with the song Is It True, 
performed by Jóhanna Guðrún. 
Iceland also reached fourth place on 
one previous occasion: in 1990 with 
the song Eitt lag enn, performed by 
Stjórnin. 
 After a COVID-19 infection came 
up in the Icelandic delegation early 
last week, the entire group was put 
into quarantine. The first infection 
was diagnosed in a crew member, 
but a band member later tested 
positive that week. Daði og 
gagnamagnið decided to use the 
recording from their dress rehearsal 
as their submission in the semi-finals 
of the competition last Thursday, and 
qualified for the finals, held on 
Saturday night, May 22. Iceland 
landed in fourth place, with 378 
points: 198 from the jury and 180 
from the public. 
 
Tons of CO2 to Be Shipped to 
Iceland 
The Icelandic company Carbfix and 
the Danish shipping company Dan-
Unity CO2 have entered into an 
agreement for the transfer of CO2 to 
the Coda Terminal – a new CO2 
mineral storage terminal in 
Straumsvík, Iceland, according mbl.is 
which quotes a press release from 
Carbfix. 
 The shipping company, which has 
decades of experience in 
transporting various types of gas at 
sea, will transport CO2 on specially 

designed ships that run on 
environmentally friendly fuels. The 
carbon footprint from the shipping will 
be only about 3-6% of the CO2 to be 
disposed of. The first ships are 
expected to start sailing to Iceland 
from Northern Europe in 2025.  
 The Coda Terminal will be the first 
of its kind in the world, where the 
Carbfix technology will be utilized to 
permanently store CO2 by turning it 
into stone. The first phase of the 
project has already begun, and the 
terminal’s expected storage capacity 
will likely be three million tons of CO2 
per year by 2030. Dan-Unity CO2 is the 
first shipping company solely 
dedicated to tackling climate change 
through carbon capture and storage 
technology.  
 
Expect 1.3 Million Tourists Next Year 
“We expect a fairly rapid growth in the 
travel industry to begin with,” Jón 
Bjarki Bentsson, chief economist at the 
bank Íslandsbanki, tells Morgunblaðið. 
“Subsequently, we expect the growth 
to slow down and an equilibrium to be 
reached with less than two million 
tourists in the coming years,” he adds. 
The forecast assumes that 700,000 
tourists will visit Iceland this year and 
nearly twice as many, or 1.3 million, 
next year. In 2023, however, their 
numbers will only increase by 200,000, 
according to the forecast. 
 Jón Bjarki explains that prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, many of the 
tourists who flocked to Iceland did so 
due to cheap flights being offered. The 
change expected, he states, is that the 
tourists who choose to come here will 
be better off financially than the 
previous ones and ready to spend 
more money. 
 “Therefore, much fewer tourists 
than the 2.3 million who arrived here 
in 2018, for example, could bring us 
comparable foreign earnings,” he 
explains. 
 

 

Iceland Online– May 2021 
Compiled by Iceland Review, Iceland Monitor & Reykjavik Grapevine Editorial Staffs 

June 2021 

https://www.mbl.is/frettir/innlent/2021/05/26/natthagi_gaeti_fyllst_a_thremur_manudum/
https://www.mbl.is/frettir/innlent/2021/05/19/aetla_ad_flytja_koltvioxid_til_landsins_i_tonnatali/
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The 8-page newsletter is published at the beginning of each 
month, ten months of the year. A newsletter is not printed in 
July or August. Material is gratefully received by the 20th of 
each month. 
 
Editor & Publisher:  
 

 Margrét Bjarnason Amirault, Tel: 604-688-9082  
 

 Distribution: Heather Johnson, Nina Jobin 
 

 Membership: Norman Eyford, 778-846-1894 
 

 ICCBC Mail: 6540 Thomas Street, Burnaby, BC  V5B 4P9 
 

 Printer:   Prism Printing, 203-6th St., New Westminster 
 

Website of the Icelandic Canadian Club of BC: 

 www.icelandicclubbc.ca 
 
 

Facebook: @icelandicclubbc 
 

Icelandic National League Website:  www.inlofna.org 
 

Icelandic Radio (6 stations):  www.xnet.is  
 

Morgunblaðið:  http://mbl.is 
 

Ströndin Internet Radio:  www.inlofna.org/SIR 
 

Honorary Consul General of Iceland for British Columbia,  
Glenn Sigurdson, www.glennsigurdson.com 

 

Library & Genealogy 
 

Books written by Icelanders in English or translation 
are available in the Scandinavian library upstairs. 
Books in Icelandic are located in the Iceland Room. 
Information regarding the Genealogy Centre can be 
obtained from Gerri McDonald. 

email:  gerrimcdonald@shaw.ca 

June 2021  

Oakridge Lutheran Church 
Cambie & 41st, Vancouver (5680 Ash Street)  

The Sunday worship service is at 10 am  
Video service during Covid-19 

www.oakridgelutheranchurch.ca/ 

 

Some YouTube shorts that are light-hearted and  
you might enjoy.   

 

The Giants of Iceland   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8A7woRoVwyM 
 

The Animated History of Iceland 
https://youtu.be/JzYvFypr26U  
 

 

Scandinavian Community Centre—Job Posting;    Position: Office Assistant/Customer Service (Part Time)  
Starting in September; the posting closes July 23, 2021.   

 

For total information re qualifications and duties, please check www.scancentre.org, (604) 294-2777 

Art by Anna Bjarnason  -  Icelandic Emigration Centre, colour pencil and photo collages (the buildings) 

http://Facebook.com/icelandicclubbc
https://youtu.be/JzYvFypr26U
http://www.scancentre.org

