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President’s Report
February 2019
Spring is approximately a month away and that also
means that another set of AGMs is coming up soon,
for Danish House on March 18th and then again for
the Scandinavian Centre on April 18th. Hopefully you
can find the time to attend so that we have a quorum.
The current members of your Board have all agreed to serve again
with the one exception of Mik Peterson. On behalf of the Board and
the membership I offer a collective thank you to Mik for his service.
Mik will still be involved with Midsummer and will continue as our
in-house BBQ chef for the August BBQ.
Do I expect 2019 to be any different from past years with regards to
our Danish House activities? The reassuring answer is that our DHS
membership has been very supportive of all our activities so we will
continue on with business as usual. As evidenced by the large DHS
volunteer group that attended the Volunteer Luncheon in January we
have an active membership that is very engaged in Centre activities
as well as our DHS events.
So I would now like to take the time to thank and recognize some of
our members for their efforts. The ongoing success of our monthly
Kro Aftens is without doubt due to the excellent organizing efforts
of Ebba Grey who takes the reservations and sandwich orders, Tina
Taylor, Linda Larsen, Linda Kuhlman, and Ulla Prip Larsen who are
tireless in their efforts in the kitchen often preparing 400 to 500 or
more sandwiches, Inge Lyth Nielsen who expedites the sandwich
orders, Robert & Else Rollke, Gunnar & Lena Jensen, who set the
tables and Don McKenzie & Dave Buchmann who put up the tables
and chairs. Board member Annette Lauridsen has done a more than
fantastic job organizing our Danish Language classes and serving
on the Scholarship Committee with Dave Buchmann, Margit
Hansson and Ella Wolder. Our language class teachers Kim West &
Elisabeth Carstensen take the time to make sure the classes are fun
as well as informative, and I cannot say enough about the efforts of
our Danish House man of many talents, Peter Praegel, who spends
a lot of time at the Centre serving on the finance and building
committees, and doing a myriad of other things, as well as
advising me and letting me know when something is not quite right.
If I have missed or overlooked someone, it is not that your efforts go
unnoticed, it is because I have run out of space and we have a lot of
volunteers. Thank you to all and I am confident that you will be
there to help out at the Midsummer Festival when your help is most
needed and appreciated. I am therefore totally convinced that 2019
will be another year of success for DHS events and activities.

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TAKE NOTICE:
The 23rd Annual General Meeting of the
Danish House Society will be held at the
Scandinavian Community Centre,
6540 Thomas Street, Burnaby, B.C.
On:

Monday 18th of March 2019
at 19:00 (7:00pm), to:
1. Consider the reports of the Directors
to the members.
2. Consider the Financial Statements for
the year ended 31st of December 2018.
3. Resolutions.
4. Elect Directors for the coming year.
5. Transact such other business as may
properly come before the meeting.
Dated the 4th of February 2019
By order of the Board of Directors
of the Danish House Society.
Ebba Grey, Secretary
REMINDER:
If you have not yet renewed your membership for
2019 please take a moment to do so prior to the
AGM.

NOTE:
E-Mailed Minutes of DHS AGM 19th March 2018
and Financial Statements 2018 available on request
from Ebba Grey ebba@shaw.ca.

Ed Kuhlman, DHS President
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Calendar of Events:
“What’s on at the Centre”

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

March 2019
March 1 - 6:30pm
“Kro Aften” Club Night
March 7 - 9:00am
Bridge Tournament
March 8 - 12:00 Noon
Scandinavian Seniors Lunch 55+
March 13- 6:00pm
Scandinavian Business Club Dinner Meeting
March 18 - 7:00pm
Danish House Society Annual General Meeting

(SCCS)
(SCCS)
(SCCS)
(SCCS)
(DHS)

April 2019
April 5 - 6:30pm
“Kro Aften” Club Night
April 10 - 6:00pm
Scandinavian Business Club Dinner Meeting
April 12 - 12:00 Noon
Scandinavian Seniors Lunch 55+
April 13-14 - 11;00am to 4:00pm
Nordic Spirit 2019 - How We Got Here
April 18 - 7:00pm
Scandinavian Community Centre Society AGM

(DHS)
(SCCS)

All 2019 DHS MEMBERSHIP dues were due and payable by the
deadline of December 31, 2018. If you have not already paid your
2019 dues, please do so ASAP. I will again be in the Danish Room
at the March 1st Kroaften and available to process membership
renewals for anyone who would like to renew their membership at
that time. Any new memberships would also be welcomed.
You can also mail your cheque payable to:
Danish House Society
6540 Thomas Street,
Burnaby, B. C. V5B 4P9
Membership Dues are:
One Year Family $40.00
One Year Individual $25.00
Lifetime $300.00
I am pleased to report that the following new memberships have
been approved by the Board of Directors since the last newsletter:
Family Memberships

(SCCS)
(SCCS)
(SCCS)

Ole Qvist and Roslyn Milner
Erling and Carmen Kjerside
Garth and Karen Richmond plus
Thomas, Anna, Sidsel, Sarah
Ole Syberg and Judith Robitaille

West Vancouver

Individual Memberships

May 2019
May 3 - 6:30pm
“Kro Aften Club Night
May 8- 6:00pm
Scandinavian Business Club Dinner Meeting
May 10 - 12:00 Noon
Scandinavian Seniors Lunch 55+
May 11 - 9:00am - 3:00pm
Scandinavian Centre Work Party

Burnaby
Coquitlam
Delta

(DHS)

Vancouver
Pitt Meadows

Susanne Iversen
Denine Arbour

(SCCS)

A Big Welcome to All!

(SCCS)

Respectfully submitted by,
Ebba Grey,
Membership Committee

(SCCS)

IMPORTANT UPCOMING
DHS & SCCS EVENTS
DANISH HOUSE AGM - March 18th
NORDIC SPIRIT 2019 - April 13-14th
SCCS AGM - April 18th
SCCS WORK PARTY - May 11th
GRUNDLOVSFEST - June 2nd
MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL - June 22-23
DHS FAMILY BBQ - August 18th
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS - Sept. 5th
LEIF ERIKSON FESTIVAL - Oct. 5th
Volunteers Needed & Wanted
for the Annual Misummer Festival
To Volunteer : Contact any member
of the Board of Directors listed on the
back page of this newsletter.

DONATIONS TO THE
DANISH HOUSE SOCIETY
November, December 2018, & January 2019
Names of Donors:
General Donations:
Fritz Dahl; K. Rasmussen
Scholarship Fund:
Denine Arbour and the Arbour Family:
In Memory of Inger Hansen Arbour

Total Donations: $ 250.00
Respectfully submitted by:
Else Rollke, Treasurer
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NORDIC SPIRIT 2019: How We Got Here
How did your family get to Canada? What dangers and adventures did you encounter along the way?
From the time of Leif Erikson until recently, travel from Nordic countries to Canada has been arduous
and required people of imagination and resourcefulness, stamina, and courage. Somehow we all
managed to get here. The Scandinavian Cultural Society wants to find out how you travelled for our
Nordic Spirit 2019: How We Got Here - April 13th and 14th at the Scandinavian Community Centre.
The SCS again invites members of our local community to contribute their photos, recollections and family stories of immigrant
travel for this spring’s heritage photo show. Did you come from Norway with your family in a small fishing boat escaping from
the German army like some members of our Norwegian community? One 14-year-old Swedish girl made her way alone from
Ellis Island in New York to Silver Hill, BC when her family left her behind until she could pass the immigrant health examination.
These are fascinating stories. You may have similar tales in your family’s experience.
The 2019 Nordic Spirit show continues the Cultural Society’s program of heritage collection and preservation. The past eleven
shows displayed primarily unpublished photos and stories from our members’ private collections together with text documenting
our immigrant or later experience. Our new show continues this collection. We are focussing on the period up to 1960, but some
later information may also be useful.
As usual, we hope to work with our various Centre communities and other experts to gather and arrange photos and stories. Rolf
Buschardt Christensen, President of the Federation of Danish Associations in Canada has already offered support in terms of
material and photos he has gathered about early immigrant ships. Please offer your help too, both with donations of your heritage
photos and information but also with your support on our organizing committees. We need help to collect material from each of
our member countries. We also need technicians (paid) to scan and improve older photos and to help us set them into pages
together with text for printing and framing. We also want people to prepare and present short talks of their experiences in
travelling to Canada. Helping put together this show is rewarding work; you are helping to preserve our history as well as making
a fine event for our Centre community.
To help or donate photos or information please contact:
Carolyn Thauberger at cthauber12@gmail.com or phone (778) 228-2334.

AT THE SCANDINAVIAN CENTRE – APRIL 13-14, 2019 11:00am - 4:00pm
Free Admission

DANISH LANGUAGE CLASSES
We are now taking registration for the Spring 2019 Session.
Adult: Beginners’ Danish language lessons will start Wednesday, April 24 and end May 22. This class is open to
anyone of any level. The curriculum is adjusted to the needs and wishes of the students. There is very little homework:
typically students will write a sentence or two about their weekend and read it to the class. This vocabulary will be the
basis of the lesson for the evening. There are exams. Kim West will be the teacher.
Adult: Advanced Danish language lessons will start Thursday, April 25 and end May 23. This class is mostly in Danish, and
the content is adjusted to the needs and wishes of the students. There are no exams. Kim West will be the teacher.
The cost is $100 for ten lessons, payable on the first day of your class. A cheque made out to Danish House Society is preferred.
Elisabeth Carstensen will teach the beginners’ Danish language class in September 2019.
All classes start at 6:30 pm and end at 8:30 pm in the Danish Room at the Scandinavian Centre.
Please register or inquire by e-mail indicating your level to Annette Laurdisen: annette.h.lauridsen@gmail.com
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DANISH HOUSE SOCIETY
& THE DANISH-CANADIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF BC
AND
THE ESTATE OF RUTH & JOHANNES PEDERSEN
SCHOLARSHIPS
ATTENTION! STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS
Ten $1,200 scholarships will be awarded by the Danish House Society and the Danish-Canadian Community Centre of
B. C. as well as two $2,400 scholarships that have been designated in appreciation of funds willed to the Danish House
Society by the Estate of Ruth and Johannes Pedersen. A total of twelve scholarships will be awarded to the top 12 students.
To apply and subsequently qualify you must meet the following criteria:
a) Be of Danish heritage and a member or connected through family to a member (name please for verification) of the Danish
House Society or the Danish-Canadian Community Centre of B.C. If you are not of Danish heritage you may still qualify
if you are a member or connected through family to a member of the Danish House Society or the Danish-Canadian
Community Centre of B.C. Please note: The membership must have taken effect at least one year prior to your
application date.
b) Be a resident of British Columbia working towards a degree or diploma in an accredited post-secondary institution such as
a college or university or at an institution certified by Employment and Social Development Canada (ESDC) to get or
improve skills in an occupation. Evidence of registration in such an institution is required along with a transcript of latest
marks and studies.
c) Be of good character and provide written references from a high school or college administrator, and at least two current
references including an employer, if applicable.

Application must be made by a hand-written letter giving your reasons for requesting the scholarship and describing your
personal interests, hobbies, goals, dreams, financial need, and volunteer experience. Participation as a volunteer in Danish
House Society activities should be noted. All of the Scholarships will be awarded in September 2019.
To be considered for a 2019 DHS/DCCC, and Estate of Ruth and Johannes Pedersen Scholarship, your application
and all relevant information (including your phone number, postal and e-mail addresses) must be submitted by
June 30th, 2019 to:
Danish House Society - Scholarship
6540 Thomas Street
Burnaby, BC V5B 4P9
Please note: Each applicant is limited to receiving no more than three DHS/DCCC or Estate of Ruth & Johannes Pedersen
scholarships. For further information please contact any of the DHS/DCCC scholarship committee members:
Dave Buchmann
Ella Wolder
Annette Lauridsen
Margit Hansson

(604) 760-7705
(604) 530-5083
(604) 533-5719
(604) 574-8833

DOGWOOD LODGE 179
__________________________________
VANCOUVER - CANADA
Join our Lodge.
Danish Sisterhood Canadian Lodge 179 is a non-profit organization
with the mission to strengthen, maintain and preserve the Danish heritage
and traditions for future generations. If you like to socialize and participate
in various events, we welcome not only Danes but all Nationalities as members.
Members meet at Carl Mortensen Manor, 4035 Norland Avenue, Burnaby, V5G 4T7
(Entrance on Kincaid) every 3rd Thursday of the month at 5:30 p.m. (except July, Aug. & Dec.)
For more details visit: www.danishsisterhood.ca or contact lodge179@danishsisterhood.ca
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DANISH ISLAND POINTS THE WAY TO GREEN-POWER POTENTIAL
The Danish Island of Samsø doesn’t have even a single traffic light to match
the one on Haida Gwaii (Queen Charlotte Islands).
With just 3,700 people, Samsø leads the world for its switch to green energy, and it has made good money doing so. “It was a
bit of a job, because it was a conservative little community that didn’t really like change so much,” says Søren Hermansen, an
islander who got hired 20 years ago to start organizing Samsø’s shift away from imported diesel and coal power.
“It’s probably much easier here, where you’re really much more ready for change.”
Hermansen and Thomas Winkler, the Danish ambassador to Canada, recently spoke at the Kay Centre in Skidegate as part of an
inter-island exchange with Haida Gwaii.
A few months ago, Gwaliga Hart and Jaalen Edenshaw flew to Samsø on behalf of the Haida Nation, to see how people there
managed to finance and build enough renewable energy projects to make the island energy independent and carbon-neutral.
Since about 2008, Samsingers have produced more wind, biomass, and solar energy each year than they use from fossil fuels.
Winkler explained that overall, Denmark is a rich country – the average income is about $74,000. But unlike Canada, Denmark
is not particularly rich in natural resources.
“We have a little oil and gas in the North Sea – nothing that will keep us going for very long,” Winkler said.
“So we’ve always been dependent on importing energy, until our government decided we must find another way of making our
community not just work, but also grow.”
In 1998, following the Kyoto Protocol, Samsø competed with four other areas of Denmark to be chosen as the country’s
renewable-energy role model. The target, which they hit, was to be carbon-neutral in 10 years.
But apart from funding his job, Hermansen said the win didn’t come with any special breaks or direct funding. The islanders had
to come up with their own plan, and they had to invest their own money.
Like any part of Denmark, Samsø could access some generous government subsidies and 10-year power-price guarantees for
renewable power projects. But the islanders had to match those with private investment and local co-operatives, and a lot relied
on bank loans.
Hermansen said Samsø isn’t particularly rich either. “We are the poorest island in Denmark.”
In fact, the island’s farming and fishing economy has struggled for decades, and still does. Summer tourism has become the
second-biggest business on island – the favourite spot is a protected coastal area.
Like Haida Gwaii, Samsø is not an easy place for young people to find work and the population is declining. Hermansen, who
grew up on a family farm, had to go off-island to finish high school, and there have also been cuts to the local hospital service.
So to get community buy-in, Hermansen said people had to trust there was a solid business case behind the green-energy shift.
“It’s not a vision or a dream, it’s something really concrete,” he said, noting that it was important to move bit-by-bit, and to meet
in person with small groups of people.
Hermansen said the islanders decided not to invest in any technology that was unlikely to pay for itself in 10 years.
Back in 1998, that meant going with wind turbines and district heating systems powered by locally grown hay – something local
farmers liked.
Eventually, the islanders built 10 onshore and 11 offshore wind turbines, plus four biomass heating plants and some solar panels,
including some that now charge a fleet of electric cars.
Unlike Haida Gwaii, Samsø is connected to the mainland power grid, and about 80,000 of the 105,000 megawatt-hours the island
produces gets sold to the rest of Denmark.
Hermansen said it was that opportunity to make money, not just the environmental goal, that motivated people enough to build
70-metre wind turbines along Samsø’s scenic skyline.
“When they’re spinning, it sounds very good,” he said. “It sounds like money in your pocket, because all the money stays on the
island”.
Hermansen said in the 1990s, Sansø’s choice of wind power made sense given the island’s windy location, and the costs at the time.
Haida Gwaii might decide on different technology, he said, but the much bigger challenge is simply to get everyone to agree on the
plan.
Source: Hadai Gwaii Observer
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NOTICE
OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TAKE NOTICE: The Annual General Meeting of the Scandinavian Community Centre Society will be held at the Scandinavian
Community Centre, 6540 Thomas Street, Burnaby, BC, on Thursday, 18th of April 2019 at 7:00 pm to:
1) Consider the reports of the Directors.
2) Consider the Financial Statement for the year ended 31st of December 2018.
3) Resolutions.
4) Elect Directors for the coming year.
5) Transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.
Agenda for the Annual General Meeting will be posted at the Scandinavian Centre 30 days before the Meeting.
Dated the 10th January 2019. By order of the Board of Directors of the Scandinavian Community Centre Society.
Ron Stubbings, President.

DANISH CANADIAN CONFERENCE & HERITAGE SEMINAR
Here we are in 2019, four hundred years after Jens Munk left Copenhagen, sailing west, to try
to find the Northwest Passage, north of Canada to China. The anniversary of this expedition
will be commemorated at the Danish Canadian Conference inWinnipeg. The Danish
Federation’s Jens Munk Commemorative Steering Committee, chaired by Carl Sorensen of
Edmonton, is working on a host of exciting activities to bring awareness of this voyage of
discovery.

Hotel Fort Garry

The Danish Canadian Conference will be held at the Hotel Fort Garry in Winnipeg from
Thursday, May 23 to Sunday, May 26, 2019. The Conference Theme is “The Arctic: Past,
Present and Future” with focus on Jens Munk’s expedition.

The Danish Club in Winnipeg is planning a grand conference which will also include a
flag-raising ceremony at City Hall, as Dannebrog turns 800-years in June. Moreover,
the Danish Ambassador to Canada, H. E. Thomas Winkler, will be joining us for our
Conference.
Immediately after the Conference, from Monday, May 27, to Saturday, June 1, 2019, the
Danish Heritage Seminar will be heldat the Hotel Fort Garry. The theme is “Wanderlust”,
the desire to explore the world. Headmaster will be Pastor Susanne Ivalo Rasmussen of the
Danish Lutheran Church in Vancouver. Other presentations will be by Otto Christensen of
Gimli and Aase Christensen of Guelph, as well as Charlotte Andersson, a professional
musician and singer, who is flying in from Copenhagen to join the Seminar, to tell us about
Christian Winther, the poet who wrote “Flugten til Amerika”. The Seminar is in English.

DANISH CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Hotel Fort Garry, Winnipeg, Manitoba - May 23 - May 26, 2019

DANISH HERITAGE SEMINAR

His Excellency.
Danish Ambassador to Canada,
Mr. Thomas Winkler

Hotel Fort Garry, Winnipeg, Manitoba - May 27 - June 1, 2019
A Registration Package for the Conference is in the process of being prepared and will be available soon.
For More Information Contact: Rolf Buschardt Christensen
President, Federation of Danish Associations in Canada
613-747-9764 or e-mail: robuch@ca.inter.net

Next “Kroaften” Club Nights - March 1st, & April 5th, 2019
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Calling Volunteers of all ages!

Spring Work Party
Saturday, May 11th

“KRO AFTEN” ! BRING YOUR FRIENDS

9 am to 3 pm

This fun-filled Danish House Event is held the first Friday of
every month, except August and December.
Enjoy a fine selection of open-faced sandwiches ($5 each),
dessert and coffee or tea. Wash it down with snaps and Carlsberg
beer on tap. Meet at about 6ish to get your meal tickets and table
number - smørrebrød is served at 7 p.m.

Come out & help keep
your Centre beautiful
Bring pails and rags,
work inside or outside. Rain or shine.
Breakfast (by the Finnish War Veterans)
is served at 8:30am

Lunch (By Danish House) at 12:30pm
Please let the office know if you are coming,
and if you are joining us for breakfast and/or lunch
info@scandinaviancentre.org

BY RESERVATION ONLY
Put your order in by Monday, the week of the Kro Aften Friday.
This very popular event fills up quickly so be sure to book early!

TO RESERVE
Send Ebba an e-mail at ebba@shaw.ca and receive the menu
a week in advance. Order must be e-mailed to Ebba by the
Monday before the Kro Aften. Phone Ebba at 604-990-3550

Please note that non-members will be charged a $2.00
per person surcharge to attend.

Join us for a
two day Rosemaling Workshop,
taught by Aaslaug Boulier.
March 23 & 24th (Sat & Sun) 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Beginners welcome. Cost $25 pp payable to the Scandinavian Community Centre.
Reserve your spot with Sonja at sonjabusch@hotmail.com or 604 522 4567
Part of Nordic Cultural Classes sponsored by the SCCS.

DANISH HOUSE SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION:
Thank you for your interest in joining and supporting DHS. Please make your cheques payable to:
“Danish House Society, 6540 Thomas St., Burnaby, BC V5B 4P9
Name(s):__________________________________________________________________________
Street:____________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________Province:__________Postal Code:_________________
Phone:_____________________Fax:____________________Email:__________________________
I prefer to receive my newsletter by: Email
Membership Dues:

Canada Post

New Membership

$25.00

Individual Membership Due enclosed

$40.00

Family Membership Due enclosed

$100.00 Corporate/Organization Membership Due enclosed
$300.00 Lifetime (individual) Membership Due enclosed
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

or Renewal

Report - News
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Phone: 604-294-2777

Website: www.scancentre.org/denmark/

EXECUTIVE:
Ed Kuhlman
Peter Praegel
Ebba Grey
Else Rollke

Newsletter
SCCS Board & Building Committee
Membership & Kro Aften
SCCS Board & Cultural Events

604 942-8499
604 520-7078
604 990-3550
604 620-1632

kuhlman@shaw.ca
praegel@shaw.ca
ebba@shaw.ca
rrollke@shaw.ca

Cultural Events & Scholarships
Cultural Events

604 760-7705
604 944-9686
604 614-5446
604 291-7439
604 533-5719
604 524-3004
778 294-7284
604 591-1415

davebuchmann@hotmail.com
ppchristensen@shaw.ca
kcolby@shaw.ca

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE:
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Dave Buchmann
Paul Christensen
Keith Colby
Gunnar Jensen
Annette Lauridsen
Inge Lyth Nielsen
Ingelise Nielsen
Mik Petersen

Language Classes & Scholarships
SCCS Board & Scan Sports

annette.h.lauridsen@gmail.com
elsinore@telus.net
inganielsen1940@gmail.com
mik.petersen@telus.net

Newsletter Editor: Ed Kuhlman
Please forward your ads and reports to kuhlman@shaw.ca.
Deadlines for submissions of quarterly ads are February 1, May 15, August 15, and November 15. If you wish to place an ad
in the newsletter, payment requested is in the form of a donation to the annual DHS Auction or a cash donation to DHS. If you
would like your newsletter by e-mail instead of print, please let us know ................ Thank You.

Friends of DHS:
Boas Østergaard Larsen
May 9,1927 November 10, 2018
Sunday
March 10, 1:00 - 3:00 pm

Robert Douglas Dickieson
May 11,1932 December 14, 2018
Although it’s difficult today to see beyond the
sorrow, may looking back in memory help
bring comfort to us tomorrow.

or phone Carole Mitchell: 604-377-1657
Games will be played in teams of 4 (register as a team or
individuals). Bring a pair of clean soled running shoes
and warm socks. Wear layers of warm, comfortable,
clothing. Arrive 30 minutes before the game time to prep.
Prizes will be awarded!
Spaces are limited - registration is first come, first served.
An audience to cheer on the teams is always welcome - the
lounge is warm and friendly.
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It is with sadness in our hearts that we say
goodbye to our friends.
Our sincerest condolences
go out to the families and friends of
Boas Østergaard Larsen
and Robert Douglas Dickieson.

B.C

